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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
210 South Wellwood Avenue + Lindenhurst, New York 11757 +
Telephone: 631-226-7725 + Fax: 631-225-9597 + www.olphlindenhurst.org

Rejoice in the
Lord always.
I shall say it again:
rejoice!
-Philippians 4:4

Third Sunday of Advent
December 15, 2013
PASTORAL STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco
Parochial Vicars: Rev. Ethel Anarado + Rev. John Sureau
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Msgr. Daniel S. Hamilton
Deacons: Deacon Frank A. Odin + Deacon William Crosby + Deacon Douglas G. Smith
Facilities Manager: Deacon Donald A. Stamm Business Manager: Deacon Thomas J. Bast
Coordinator of Faith Formation: April Carbaugh Music Director: Christopher Ferraro

COME IN AND PRAY…

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Our church is open 6:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. seven
days a week, except for Thursdays when it closes
after the 12:15 p.m. Mass for cleaning.
Come in and spend some time in prayer.

Monday – Friday following the 12:15 p.m. Mass.
Saturday: 4:00 to 4:45 p.m.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available by
making an appointment with one of our priests.

MASS SCHEDULE

ADORATION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT

Monday – Friday
6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses: 6:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m.,
11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m. & 5:00 p.m.

HOLY DAY MASS SCHEDULE

Monday Evening: after OLPH Novena Devotions
Wednesday: 12:45 to 4:30 p.m.
First Sunday: 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.
First Saturday: 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
Holy Day: 6:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

210 S. Wellwood Avenue, Lindenhurst

LITURGY OF THE HOURS

Monday- Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

We pray Evening Prayer each Saturday and Sunday
after the 5 P.M. Mass.
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Advent Lessons
and Carols
TONIGHT—
Sunday, December 15, 2013
7:30pm

I

n the evening, in the peak of
winter darkness, we gather in the
quiet church, with candles lit
from the Peace Light originating
from the Church of the Nativity
in
Bethlehem,
to
hear
the
Scriptures and great music of
Advent. Based on the traditional
service
from
Kings
College,
Cambridge, OLPH parish will add
its own touch, with readers of all
ages and music led by the adult
choir, youth band, youth choir,
cantors,
and
instrumentalists.
The assembly is as much a part
of this service as the choirs and
joins in singing the great hymns
of Advent. Join us as we prepare
for the coming of Christ into our
hearts and
pray for peace
throughout our troubled world.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Lessons and Carols TONIGHT!
It’s finally here: our parish celebration of LESSONS AND CAROLS is tonight at 7:30 p.m. in the
church. You’ve been reading and hearing about this
beautiful Advent experience for several weeks now;
I really hope you will set the time aside and give
yourself and your family the special treat of attending LESSONS AND CAROLS. With your heart
prepared in this way during Advent, your celebration of Christmas will be that much richer!
Christmas Pageant
This coming Friday night we will hold our annual
Christmas Pageant. Although the Pageant involves
the children of our parish, it’s really an event for
everyone and, in addition to the Pageant itself, there
are always a few surprises to further help us prepare
for the coming of the Lord at Christmas. Please consider joining us at the Christmas Pageant, whether
or not you have a youngster participating in it; I
promise you it will warm your heart!
Christmas Spiritual Bouquet
As described elsewhere in this bulletin, we are
once again offering Christmas Spiritual Bouquet
cards by which you may participate in the Mass intentions at Christmas. Many people find this to be a
meaningful spiritual practice and I invite you to join
in using the Christmas Spiritual Bouquet cards.
First Penance
This week we will complete our celebration of
First Penance with the children of our parish. What
a joy-filled experience it is as these children celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first
time! Sure, they’re a little bit nervous at first, but it is
so great to see how they leave the celebration of the
Sacrament: with big grins and sometimes even a joyful skip or bounce in their walk! They feel not only a
sense of accomplishment at having successfully
completed the task, but, more importantly, they
have experienced the joy of encountering God’s love
and forgiveness in a very powerful way. We really
try to impress upon the children that we as Catholics
go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation not because
we are bad, but because we are good. Yet, even
though we are good, sometimes we sin and need to
celebrate the sacramental forgiveness that comes to
us through the ministry of the Church, which is
brought to us through the role of the ordained priest.
I ask everyone to take a moment to offer a prayer

for all the children who celebrated First Penance this
year. Pray that they always stay close to the Lord
through this beautiful Sacrament, and that their families will teach them and form them to celebrate this
Sacrament frequently, throughout their entire lives.
By the way: if you haven’t been to Confession in a
long time, Advent is a perfect time to come back.
We would love to welcome you: there will be no
lectures, no harangues, no judgments, only a joyfilled proclamation of God’s welcome and forgiveness!
Advent, Spiritual Growth, and a New Year: Eliminating “My” and “Mine”
One of the great things about Advent that always
inspires me is the sense of new beginning that goes
along with it. There’s a tremendous sense of renewal
associated with this time of year as we begin a new
liturgical year in the Church, as we prepare for the
Lord to come into our life and into our heart in a
new and deeper way, and as we wind up one calendar year and gear up to embark on a new one. For
those who like to make New Year’s resolutions,
maybe you have even begun to think about what
yours will be!
In reflecting on this sense of renewal and new beginning in my own life, I have again been brought to
a tremendous sense of gratitude at being here with
you as your Pastor. We have been through quite a
journey together over my almost-eighteen months as
your Pastor, a journey that has in many ways been a
journey of renewal and new beginnings. Throughout
it all, I hope the one constant is that we have encountered Christ more deeply TOGETHER.
I honestly do feel that the word “TOGETHER” is
the key to it all. As Catholics, we believe that our
relationship with the Risen Lord Jesus is not simply
a private and individual relationship, nor is it a singular experience. Rather, the only way to fully encounter the Christ who comes among us is in the
midst of the CHURCH, TOGETHER. Therefore,
not only are we connected to one another in the
Body of Christ, but we are accountable to one another in our communal life together, especially as
we give the witness of faith to one another.
This is why, for example, celebrating Mass is an
action of the Body of Christ, the CHURCH, not of
the priest alone. When we do the liturgy, we are not
doing it as separate people who happen to be gathered in the same place at the same time as though
we are doing parallel actions. We do not do whatev-
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er we “feel like” doing; we participate as members
of the Body of Christ, handing ourselves over to the
common ritual actions so that we might be formed
by the ritual. The celebration of the Eucharist, remember, is not about myriad separate, individual
communions with the Lord; rather, the Eucharist
builds up the CHURCH and therefore molds us into
our corporate identity as the Body of Christ. We
cannot know Jesus or be close to Him without being
completely immersed in the life of the Church community.
If this is true at liturgy, it is also true in our life together outside of liturgy, in all the ways we interact
with each other in parish life. Perhaps one way we
all need to challenge ourselves as to how we will let
the Lord into our life more completely at Christmas
is to allow ourselves to be converted more deeply
into the communal life of the CHURCH. Perhaps a
good Advent meditation might be to ask how frequently we interact with others and with the world
from a “my” and “mine” mentality. One way of doing a spiritual self-examination is to do the self-test
called “check the pronouns.” Are we using “I” and
“mine” and “my” way too frequently in our conversations and in our interactions with others? Does
this betray an inappropriate possessiveness or control or self-centeredness?
This can play out in all sorts of ways among all of
us, sometimes among very good people who are
working hard to accomplish a great deal, but who
sometimes become too territorial or “turf” oriented.
Think about how these phrases negatively impact
our life together as a parish: “my rooms;” “my prayer service;” “my Mass;” “my storage space;” “my

liturgy;” “my ministry.” The fact is that each and
every one of those things is not a personal possession, but something that belongs to the life of the
parish because it is part of the life of the CHURCH.
We are not individual parts; we are part of a whole,
and we must always see and be accountable to that
whole.
This Advent, perhaps we can all pray for the light
of Christ to come into our life more completely by
asking how we can grow beyond seeing our parish
life together less and less as individual “pockets” or
separate areas, and instead try to grow toward more
of a shared effort and shared sense of responsibility,
and a greater sense of the whole parish. It’s something I would like all of us to explore, especially the
leaders of all the ministries, societies and organizations of the parish, in the upcoming calendar year
ahead. We’ll have some opportunities to explore
this together in some events as well.
Growing in that area is more than just a nice thing
to do. It’s necessary because it’s an important part of
the way we life our life IN CHRIST — which has to
be TOGETHER.
In conclusion…
Together, let’s aim high in Christ. Together, let’s
bring out the best in each other. Together, let’s be
the best we can be in Christ.
And let’s always remember: LOVE IS A GIFT.
Sincerely,

PREPARE FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON @ OLPH
Christmas Eve - Tuesday, December 24
5:00pm, 8:00pm
12:00 Midnight Mass
(Christmas Carols
begin at 11:30 P.M.)

Solemnity of Mary,
the Holy Mother of God
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
Vigil of Solemnity
Tuesday, December 31
5:00pm

Christmas Day
Wednesday, December 25
6:30am, 8:00am, 9:30am,
11:00am and 12:30pm

Wednesday, January 1, 2014
6:30am,
10:00am and 12:15pm

There is no 5:00pm Mass
on Christmas Day

There is no evening Mass
on Wednesday, Jan.1
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ADVENT 2013
Come,
learn and share about the
Advent Scriptures!!!

ADVENT
SCRIPTURE STUDY
AND REFLECTION
Mondays of Advent
Monday, December 16,
This Monday after the 6:30 A.M. Mass
Room 24

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
The Advent season is a wonderful time to
receive God’s loving forgiveness in this
beautiful sacrament.

Individual Confessions
Wednesday, December 18th
7:00 – 8:00 P.M.
Saturday, December 21
3:00 - 4:30 P.M.
Monday through Friday
Following the 12:15 P.M. Mass

(Facilitated by Msgr. Joe)
OR

This Monday after the 12:15 P.M. Mass
Room 24

(Facilitated by Father John)

OUR ADVENT GIVING TREE

A

ll the tags have been removed from the tree. Now, please return
the wrapped or unwrapped gifts with the tags.

GIFTS NEED TO BE RETURNED
NO LATER THAN December 15.
(IF YOU FORGOT, please get them here as soon as possible this week!)

 Gifts for St. Vincent de Paul (green tags) should be wrapped.
 All other gifts should NOT be wrapped.
 Gift certificates/gift cards should be returned to the Parish
Office or in the collection.
 PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE GIFT CARDS BY THE TREE.

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
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THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT
Lighting Your Advent Wreath During the Week
Each day during the third week of Advent, at the evening meal, two purple candles and one pink candle
are lighted. The following prayers accompany the lighting of the candles.
All make the sign of the cross: In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Someone at table reads the Scripture assigned to the liturgy of the day (one or both
of the readings may be used). See the list of daily readings printed elsewhere in this
bulletin. Then the Leader continues:
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
All respond: We lift them up to the Lord.
The Leader prays: God, the Father of mercies, you willed your Son to take
flesh, in order to give life back to us. Bless these your gifts with which
we are about to nourish our bodies, so that, receiving new strength, we
may wait in watchfulness for the glorious coming of Christ. We ask this
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
**********
After the meal, the Leader says: Let us live soberly, justly, and devoutly in this world as we wait in joyful
hope for the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
All respond: For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Thoughts to Ponder during Advent....
Advent....
The weekdays from December 17 up to and including December 24 are ordered in a more direct way to preparing for
the Nativity of the Lord.
— Universal Norms on the Liturgical Year and the Calendar
Advent is the season of hope and longing. Jesus is the One who fulfills our hopes and satisfies the longings of our
hearts. As our hopes and longings intensify, even the prayer of the Church takes on a special sense of urgency.
Throughout the world, Christians invoke Jesus’ coming by praying the “O Antiphons.” These short but powerful
petitions use the ancient Messianic titles to describe who Jesus truly is and what He will do for His people.
On December 17 pray: “O Wisdom, O holy Word of God, you govern all creation with
your strong yet tender care. Come and show your people the way to salvation.”
On December 18 pray: “O sacred Lord of ancient Israel, who showed yourself to Moses in
the burning bush, who gave him the holy law on Sinai mountain: come, stretch out your
mighty hand to set us free.”
On December 19 pray: “O Flower of Jesse’s stem, you have been raised up as a sign
for all peoples; kings stand silent in your presence; the nations bow down in worship
before you. Come, let nothing keep you from coming to our aid.”
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THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT
On December 20 pray: “O Key of David, O royal Power of Israel controlling at your
will the gate of heaven: come, break down the prison walls of death for those who
dwell in darkness and the shadow of death; and lead your captive people into freedom.”
On December 21 pray: “O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, sun of justice:
come, shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.”
**********
O God, who see how your people faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity, enable us, we pray, to attain the joys
of so great a salvation and to celebrate them always with solemn worship and glad rejoicing. Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
—Collect of the Mass for the Third Sunday of Advent
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, ever faithful to your promises and ever close to your Church: the earth rejoices in hope
of the Savior's coming and looks forward with longing to his return at the end of time. Prepare our hearts and remove
the sadness that hinders us from feeling the joy and hope which his presence will bestow, for he is Lord for ever and
ever. Amen.
—Another prayer for the Third Sunday of Advent
**********
The glory of God is a living person and the life of each living person is the vision of God.
—Irenaeus of Lyons, 2nd century
**********
Our brokenness is the wound through which the full power of God can penetrate our being and transfigure us in God.
Loneliness is not something from which we must flee but the place from where we can cry out to God, where God will
find us and we can find God. Yes, through our wounds the power of God can penetrate us and become like rivers of
living water to irrigate the arid earth within us. Thus we may irrigate the arid earth of others, so that hope and love
are reborn.
—Jean Vanier
Rise up, Lord, with mercy for Sion, for the time of mercy has come, the time has come at last.
—Cistercian liturgy
In the annual celebration of the approaching birth of the Savior this solidarity with Christ will not only be recalled in
memory, but indeed will be newly established and secured through the presence of the Lord. Every Christian celebration is indeed not just a remembrance and memorial, somewhat like an annual birthday celebration. Rather, the celebration of Christmas becomes a faith-filled and loving encounter with the Lord of salvation and thereby a true coming
of the Messiah into our own time. Thus Advent is not just a make-believe play, a pious piece of devotional theater, but
a true approach of the Lord.
— from The Key to Faith: Meditations on the Liturgical Year, by Adolf Adam
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MUSIC NOTES
Introducing the Friends of Music
The Friends of Music is a new initiative to help support the music
ministry here at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church. With the
generosity of our Friends, we will be able to continue to offer beautiful music for our liturgies and concerts and special programs
throughout the year. Please consider supporting the Friends of Music at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church for the 2014 season.
Contributions will be used to support the music program at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church including
Advent Lessons and Carols, concerts, additional brass, woodwind and string instruments for special liturgies on Christmas, Easter and Pentecost. Contributions can be given at the following levels:
Cherubim (up to $24)
Memorialization of a new choral folder for our youth choir or adult choir
St. Ambrose ($25 to $49)
Memorialization of a Gather hymnal with choral parts for our cantors and choirs
Memorialization of Responsorial Psalm or Gospel Acclamation book for our cantors
St. Augustine ($50 to $99)
Memorialization of an octavo (sheet music) for one of our choirs
Memorialization of a Gather hymnal instrumental accompaniment
St. Gregory the Great ($100 to $199)
Instrumentalist for special occasions (Christmas, Easter, Pentecost, Lessons and Carols)
Printing costs and paper for worship aids for one of our special occasions and liturgies
St. Cecilia ($200 and above)
Co-sponsorship of one of our concerts or special programs
It will be primarily through the support of the Friends of Music that we will be able to expand our ability to
produce high-quality music in this majestic space for the praise and glory of God. To make a contribution by mail, simply send a check made payable to OLPH to:
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Friends of Music
210 South Wellwood Avenue
Lindenhurst, NY 11757
If your contribution will be in memory of someone or in honor of an occasion such as an anniversary,
birthday, etc., please make note of the event and/or person(s) name(s).
If you have any questions about any of the contribution levels, please don’t hesitate to contact Chris Ferraro at cferraro@oloph.org or (631) 226-7725 ext. 210.
Join the Friends of Music at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church and be a part of our
music history! God bless you in advance for your generosity. May these remaining
days of the Advent Season be filled with abundant blessings and the upcoming Christmas Season find you rejoicing in the celebration of our Savior’s birth.

“The musical tradition of the universal Church
is a treasure of inestimable value,
greater even than that of any other art.”
- The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy #112
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY
“We should make a great effort to learn the following lesson, also taught by Christ: Learn
from me because I am gentle and humble of heart.”
— St. Vincent de Paul

Food Pantry Shopping List
Shelf Stable Milk
Canned Fruit
Pancake Mix and Syrup
Pasta Sauce
Small Packages of Rice
Canned Meats
Pork Beans/Baked Beans
Cereal
Peanut Butter and Jelly
Soaps and Shampoos
Cut out this list and bring it
with you when you go shopping!
Thank you and God bless you!

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Located in the “New” School Building
Use Parking Lot on corner of Gates and High Streets
Our NEW phone #

631.226.7725 x. 234

The office is open:
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
9 A.M. —12 Noon
There is an Advent spirit in the heart of every human
person. It is one of longing, of learning for a fulfillment
that somehow lies beyond ourselves, for we long for the
coming of the Lord.
As you put your gift in the St. Vincent de Paul Poor
Box, your heart will discover the true meaning of
Christmas as you help those who are suffering and poor
to long for the coming of the Lord.

St. Bernard League

HELP NEEDED!
Our St. Bernard
League is ready to go
(and shovel!)
We are in need of
someone (or a team)
to serve as the administrators of the program. This would require only being able
to use a database program and a phone.
You do not need to
shovel, unless you really want to do that
too!
For more information, please contact Fr. John at
631.226.7725 or e-mail to jsureau@oloph.org.

Rachel’s Vineyard
Rachel’s Vineyard is a weekend retreat
and a beautiful healing opportunity
for any man or woman who has struggled with the emotional or spiritual
pain of an abortion. The retreat focuses on God’s love and forgiveness in a
nonjudgmental environment. While
based in Catholicism, individuals of
all denominations are welcome.
For more information about a retreat,
contact: Frank Gariboldia at
516.523.0586/
fgariboldi@optonline.net.
For more information about Rachel’s
Vineyard, visit:
www.rachelsvineyard.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY @ OLPH
High School & Middle School Youth Ministry: Brittany Marie Evans (olph.yfia@gmail.com)
Youth Service Corps: Fr. John Sureau (jsureau@oloph.org)
Catholic Youth Organization: Mr. Phil Amico (olphcyophil@aol.com)
Boy Scouts: Mr. Tom Duffy (dduff2@msn.com)
K of C Squires: Mr. Frank Nicosia (happynicosias@yahoo.com)
K of C Squirettes: Ann Marie Perullo (amp1761@hotmail.com)

ATTENTION

ATTENTION
HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS

MIDDLE SCHOOL
STUDENTS

Upcoming High School Events - All 8th - 12th
graders are welcome to attend any of these events!

Sunday, December 22
UGLY CHRISTMAS
SWEATER
SERVICE AFTERNOON

Thursday, December 19th
7:30—8:45 P.M.
Meet by the Youth Office at 7:30, entering
through the front doors on Wellwood Avenue.
During this night, we’re going to decorate Christmas branches and wreaths for the families from
our parish in need this Christmas.

3:00 P.M. Cafeteria
Wear your ugliest
Christmas sweater and
help the homeless during these days. We’ll be
making Peanut Butter
and Jelly sandwiches for local shelters.
DONATIONS OF BREAD
ARE NEEDED!!!!

Our next middle school night is

CHRISTMAS KNICKKNACKS, ETC. NEEDED
Do you have some extra Christmas ornaments,
knick knacks, small decorations around that we
can use? We
can also use
hooks and wire
as well. We will
use them to
decorate the
Christmas
wreath and
branches.

From the K of C Squires…

Squires Family and Friends
Christmas Buffet
December 27, 2013
+ 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M.
OLPH Knights of Columbus Council + 400 Broadway + Lindenhurst NY
Come and join the young men who make up the Knights of Columbus Squires for a special fundraiser!
Please come and support the Squires!!!!
Cost is $10 per person, $30 for family of 5, $5 each additional person over 5 for family.
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EL MINISTERIO HISPANO
HISPANO
Te invita a alabar y glorificar a Dios todos los
Jueves a las 7:00PM en la cafetería Comenzando
con el Santo Rosario, únete a nosotros en oración
por ti y por tu familia en Alabanzas y reflexión
de la palabra de DIOS.
También todos los martes llevamos el Santo Rosario a los hogares para orar en familia Interesados favor llamar a Virginia Constantino
at (631) 885-3673.

LECTURAS DEL DOMINGO
Primera Lectura (Is 35,1.6, 10): Alegría para los
Que Sufren. Por medio del profeta Isaías, Dios
promete que él mismo vendrá a liberar a su pueblo. – Jesús traerá esta esperanza y alegría a los
pobres y a los que sufren.
Segunda Lectura (Santiago 5,7-10): Tengan Paciencia. El Señor Está de Camino hacia Nosotros
Evangelio (Mt 11,2-11): La Buena Noticia Proclamada a los Pobres. Jesús trae el amor de Dios
a los pobres y a los que sufren; de esta forma cumple lo que el profeta Isaías había anunciado sobre
la instauración del nuevo mundo de Dios.
Adviento tiempo de esperanza y de conversión.
Para más información sobre los sacramentos del bautizo
matrimonio y servicio pastorales Unción de los enfermos
y la Eucaristía, contacto Padre Juan Sureau - 631.226-7725
x. 224 email:
jsureau@oloph. org;
en español Irma
González 631 6202401 correo electrónico
lanegra628@yahoo.com
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RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF ADULTS
Over the past two months,
members of our parish community have come together to
pray, learn about our Catholic
faith and share life with each
other. Led by the members of
our RCIA team they are journeying closer and closer to the fullness of faith.
Please continue to pray for them.

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE
WHO WANTS TO BE BAPTIZED?
DO YOU WANT TO BE BAPTIZED?

Interested?
Want more
information?
Please contact Fr. John
(jsureau@oloph.org
or 631.226.7725)
or Deacon Doug (631.226.7725)
for more info.

SPONSORS WANTED
AND NEEDED!
We are looking for parishioners to serve as sponsors
for our candidates and catechumens in the RCIA.
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults tells us,
“A sponsor accompanies any candidate seeking admission as a catechumen. Sponsors are persons who
have known and assisted the candidates and stand as
witnesses to the candidates’ moral character, faith and
intention.” (10).
A sponsor joins the RCIA process to assist a candidate or catechumen on his journey towards baptism
or reception into the Catholic Church.
For more information, contact Fr. John at
631.226.7725 or e-mail to jsureau@oloph.org.
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READINGS FOR
THE WEEK
Take time each day to read the
daily readings of the Church.
Monday, December 16, 2013:
Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a + Matthew 21:23-27

NEW MOTHERS’ MEAL MINISTRY
New Mothers’ Meal Ministry
Who are we? A group of like-minded women
who want to give a new Mom (and Dad) a break
by cooking and delivering a delicious meal to
your home. We keep the new family in our prayers.

Tuesday, December 17, 2013:
Genesis 49:2, 8-10 + Matthew 1:1-17
Wednesday, December 18, 2013:
Jeremiah 23:5-8 + Matthew 1:18-25
Thursday, December 19, 2013:
Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a + Luke 1:5-25
Friday, December 20, 2013:
Isaiah 7:10-14 + Luke 1:26-38
Saturday, December 21, 2013:

Who is eligible? This is
available for (Catholic) new
mothers in the OLPH Parish.
If you had a baby in the last few months and
could use a break, you may contact:
Carol Stysiack at 631- 255 3506 or e-mail
carolstys@verizon.net and put Meal Ministry in
the subject line.

Song of Songs 2:8-14 + Luke 1:39-45
Sunday, December 22, 2013:
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7:10-14 + Romans 1:1-7
+ Matthew 1:18-24
After reading next Sunday’s Gospel (Matthew 1:18-24),
take some time to pray on it before you come to Mass.
1. List the obstacles God encountered in
bringing Jesus into the world. Is anything
obstacle-free? How can good come out of
obstacles? Discuss the following statement
from John Shea about Joseph’s hesitancy to
take Mary into his home. “This foreshadows
the tension of all who will be drawn to Jesus.
Is he a scandal to be rejected, or a manifestation of the Spirit to be welcomed?”
2. Compare this verse from Mt 1: 23 “…
whom they will call Emmanuel, a name
which means God-is-with-us,” and, Mt
28:20, the last lines of the Matthew’s last
chapter: “ I am with you always, yes, till the
end of time.”

LISTENING
DEVICES
AT MASS
Did you hear?
For some in our parish community, hearing can
be difficult at Mass.
We also know there are some of us who struggle
to hear in every day life. We now offer listening
devices for those who are need of hearing assistance.
Here’s how it works…
1. Come to the sacristy before Mass and ask the
Sacristan for a listening device.
2. Leave a license, car keys or some form of ID.
(We want to make sure they all get returned!)
3. Enjoy hearing while you pray the Mass.
4. Return the listening device at the end of Mass.
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SERVING AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Parish Office: 631.226.7725
Religious Education: 631.226.2384
St. Vincent de Paul (Parish Outreach) :
631.226.7725 X 234
Parish Website:
www.olphlindenhurst.org
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Baptism ceremonies are held on the second and
fourth Sundays of the month. Parents wishing to
have a child baptized must attend a baptism preparation session before the baptism; these sessions
are held on the first and third Mondays of the
month excluding holidays. Contact the Parish Office to begin the process of having your child baptized.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
& ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Those who are seriously ill or facing surgery, as
well as those in danger of death, should receive the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Please call
the Parish Office and ask for one of our priests.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
Adults who wish to be baptized, or who have been
baptized in another Christian faith and wish to become Catholic, or who have been baptized Catholic and wish to be confirmed and receive Holy
Communion, are invited to join the process of the
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. Please contact Deacon Doug or Fr. John at the Parish Office
to begin the process.
ADULT CONFIRMATION
Adults who have been baptized Catholic and who
have received Holy Communion but who still
need the Sacrament of Confirmation should enroll
in our Adult Confirmation Classes. Please contact
Deacon Doug or Fr. John at the Parish Office.
THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Please contact the Parish Office at least SIX
MONTHS before the desired date of your wedding.

YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIL
COUNCIL
Jean Bjork
Tricia Buckley (Chair)
Lori Byron
Marie Foster
Greg Guido
Sonia Hansen
John Keller
Kimberly McPhail
Kevin Sabella
Christina Taparata
James Totino
Pete Triolo
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Please feel free to speak to any member of the Pastoral
Council with any questions you might have.
YOUR PARISH TRUSTEES
Robert Dobres
John Reynolds
YOUR PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE
David Barrett
Deacon Tom Bast
Gerry Chille (Chair)
Ed Cirella
Meg Danaher, CFP®, CLU®
Bob Dobres
Bob Meade
John Reynolds
Deacon Don Stamm
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Please feel free to speak to any member of the Finance
Committee with any questions you might have.
Your Parish Liturgy Committee
Robert Becker
Mark Costantino
Debbie McDonough
Barbara McPhail
Rosaleen Walters
Mike Williams
Msgr. Joe DeGrocco
Chris Ferraro
Deacon Doug Smith
Fr. John Sureau
Please feel free to speak to any member of the Liturgy
Committee with any questions you might have.
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK

MEETINGS FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY, December 16—
Advent Weekday

Monday, December 16, 2013

6:30

John Roedel

7:00 AM
12:45 PM

12:15

Mary G. Trezza

4:30 PM

Grade 2 Penance

Church

7:15 P.M.
7:00 PM

Grade 8 Class
Novena
Liturgy Committee
Baptismal Prep Class

School
Church
St. Lucy
Room 14

TUESDAY, December 17—
Late Advent Weekday
6:30

Matthew Cronin

12:15

John K. Casey

WEDNESDAY, December 18—
Late Advent Weekday
6:30
Rita Brown
12:15

Louis Marrero

7:00

Confessions

THURSDAY, December 19—
Late Advent Weekday
6:30

Rita Brown

12:15

Barbara Jane Carr

7:30 PM

7:30 PM

Advent Faith Sharing
Advent Faith Sharing

Room 24
Room 24

Tuesday, December 17, 2013
4:30 PM

Family Life Pageant
Practice
CYO—Cheerleading
Community of Praise
Alcoholics Anonymous

5:30 PM
7:30 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Church
Auditorium
Room 14
Cafeteria

Wednesday, December 18, 2013
1:30 PM.

Legion of Mary

Room 24

4:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:15 PM

Rel. Ed.—Grade 1
Grade 1
Rel. Ed.—Grade 7

School

7:30 PM.

Boy Scouts

Cafeteria

School

Thursday, December 19, 2013

FRIDAY, December 20—
Late Advent Weekday

4:00 PM

Youth Choir Rehearsal

Room 14

6:30

Theresa Troiano

5:30 PM

CYO Cheerleading

Auditorium

12:15

Kaczmaret Konrad

7:00 P.M.

Spanish Prayer Group

Cafeteria

7:30 P.M.

Adult Choir Rehearsal

Choir Loft

7:30 P.M.

Middle School
Youth Group
Narcotics Anonymous NA
Mothers Prayer Group

Library

SATURDAY, December 21—
Late Advent Weekday
(Saint Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor of the Church)
8:00

Daltorio, Filomena & Mascio Salvatore

Vigil Mass for
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
5:00

James & Lucy Bivona & All Deceased
Members of the Bivona Family

December 22
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
6:30

For the People of the Parish

8:00

Craig J. Capodiferro

9:30

Eva Sciara (Happy Birthday in Heaven)

11:00

Katherine Savage Marko & Joshua

12:30

Michaele Quaevedo

5:00

John W. Stoker

7:30 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

Room 24
Room 16

Friday, December 20, 2013
Christmas Pageant

7:00 PM

Church

Saturday, December 21, 2013
8:30;10:00
11:30 AM

Rel. Ed.—Grades 2 –6

School

10:00 A.M.

Special Ed
CYO Basketball
Alcoholics Anonymous

Multi rooms

1:00 P.M.

8:00 PM

Auditorium
Auditorium

Sunday, December 22, 2013
3:00 PM

CYO Basketball
Baptisms
Youth Ministry

Auditorium
Church
Cafeteria

8:00 PM

Alcoholics Anonymous

Cafeteria

1:00 PM
2:00 PM
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PRAYING FOR AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER
WE CELEBRATE

WE BELIEVE

God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has freed you from
sin, given you a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and
welcomed you into his holy people.
-Rite of Baptism

The Lord is my light and my help; whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; before whom shall
I shrink? - Psalm 27
We pray for the sick of our parish…

Lexi Essling
Antonio Maiano
Charlotte Balz
Alessia LaRocca

We welcome the newest members of the
Catholic community here at OLPH!

WE REMEMBER
We remember those who have died in our parish
community this week:

Segundo Cedeno
Derik Springer
Kathleen T. Fraccalvieri
“O God, who through the ending of present things open up
the beginning of things to come, grant, we pray, that the soul
of your servant may be led to you to attain the inheritance of
eternal redemption.”

BRINGING
FORWARD THE
OFFERINGS OF
BREAD AND WINE
If the announced intention at Mass is for your intention, or if you have memorialized the bread
and wine, and you would like to carry those offerings forward at the Presentation of the Gifts during Mass, please be sure to let the ushers know
this before the Mass begins. They will be happy to
have you do this. If no one steps forward to specifically request this, then they will select people
from the assembly.

Frances Larsen
Mary Doran
Franca Carcone
Bob Horan
Rachel Dressler
Christopher Gouedy
Vincent Graff
Joan Byrne
Harold Molinari
Claire McLean
Pat Hilly
Pina Mascio
Steven Ciolino
Nancy Sirico
Deacon Joseph Bartolotto
Peggy & Kevin Curran
Mary Schmidt King
Philip Hosey
Louise Perrotta
Bernard Lang
Steven Kozlowski
Karl Kercelius
Anthony Kercelius
Nanette Ringle
William Klein
Megan David
Sister Janet Schreiner
Eileen Quinn
Heather Calamia

Joan Heuthe
Joan Cox
Anthony Botticello
Hugo Martin
Lambert Fuechtmann
Denise Kaminsky
Carmela Campanelli
Grace Wolf
Sean Kelly
Rev. Terrance Hoppenjans

Andrew Donovan
Nadia Viola
Nina Soriano
Roberta Caristo
Richard Brosan
Vera Henriques
Reynold Ruiz
Dominick Pane
Natalie Boscia
Cecelia Pastore
Hildegard Maus
Dominick Barone
Carmela DeFilippo
Jennifer Martins
Dorothy Dechent
Joan Weremeichek
Ann Marie Nuss
Dorothy Vogt
Mary Armbruster

If a family member or close friend is ill, please let us
know so our community can pray for them. To have
your name or the name of a loved one listed in our
parish bulletin, please call the Parish Office.
As has been our practice, after the fourth week, the
name will be removed from the sick list in the bulletin.
If you wish to have your name or the name of a loved
one to remain in the bulletin, please contact the Parish
Office to let us know.

PRAYING FOR THE SICK AT MASS
We pray for the sick by name during the Universal
Prayer at Mass. Any name requested to be listed in the
bulletin will be announced for the first week only at
Mass and will remain in the bulletin for the following
three weeks.
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ANNOUNCEMENT CONCERNING
SECOND COLLECTIONS

OFFERING UPDATE
DEC. 7/8, 2013
# of
Envelopes

Attendance

Mass Time

Weekly

5:00 P.M.

$3,025.00

150

368

6:30 A.M.

943.00

35

107

8:00 A.M.

2,359.00

95

208

9:30 A.M.

2,170.00

104

352

11:00 A.M.

2,395.00

115

357

12:30 P.M.

2,084.00

96

358

5:00 P.M.

1,751.00

38

233

Total coin:

30.58

Mail-ins:
Children’s env.

563.00
$66.99

22

Children’s I.C.

$1.00

1

Faith Direct

2,267.50

TOTAL

$17,656.07

656

1983

2012 Totals

$17,492.50

646

1972

Special needs

349.06

Immaculate
Conception

$1,356.75

2012

$4,430.00

Here at OLPH we are now passing the basket only once at Mass. Therefore, envelopes for
second collections should be put in the basket at
the same time as the regular weekly collection envelope. This change has been made after much
discussion by the parish Liturgy Committee. Let’s
remember that making our offering of money is a
ritual action that is part of concretizing the offering of ourselves at Mass. We are not really making separate donations as much as we are making
one offering to the Lord in thanksgiving for the
generosity the Lord has shown us. In addition,
there are some practical and liturgical considerations which have prompted these decisions. We
are concerned that the collection takes too long
and creates an imbalance in the Mass. Although it
is an important action, the collection should not
take on undue prominence, nor should it create an
interruption in the flow of the ritual.
Therefore, on the weekends there is a second envelope for a second collection, please place
BOTH envelopes in the first (and only) passing of
the basket. Thank you for your cooperation.

46

REMINDER
ALL 2013 pledges for
the Catholic Ministry Appeal
must be paid by
December 31st, 2013
To ensure that OLPH receives the
benefit of the rebate.
Thank you for your cooperation.
The Long Island Catholic
has a great E-newsletter!
We encourage you to sign up for the free, daily Long Island Catholic E-newsletter. Each day the
latest news from the Diocese and the Church Universal will be delivered right to your E-mail inbox. Just visit www.licatholic.org and scroll to
the bottom of the page and enter your email address. That’s all there is to it.

SUPPORT OUR
BULLETIN ADVERTISERS!
ADVERTISERS!
Did you know that the OLPH bulletin is printed
free of charge each week? Not only that, our parish receives a part of the advertising commission.
So please frequent the fine establishments that
advertise in our bulletin!
If your business could use a shot in the arm, consider advertising in the bulletin.
Each week, nearly two thousand people attend
Mass at OLPH, most of whom live and shop in
the Lindenhurst area and receive or view our bulletin online. It’s an easy way to
reach thousands of area families with information about
your business.
For more information on how to
advertise in our bulletin, call The
Church Bulletin Company at
631.249.4994.
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DIOCESAN AND COMMUNITY NEWS
♦

Have you suffered a loss of a baby through miscarriage, ectoptic pregnancy, stillbirth, or infancy? We invite you
to join us for a time of sharing and mutual support with others of similar losses. The Parish of Saint Mary, East
Islip, Bereavement Ministry will begin an open support group every second Monday of the month, starting
Monday, January 13, 2014 from 7:30—9PM. For information/registration please call 631-581-4200 X 100.
Grandparents welcome!

♦

Bereavement Support Group: The Parish of St. Mary, East Islip, is offering an 8-week bereavement support
group to help cope with the death of a loved one. The group will begin on Weds., Jan. 15 from 1-3PM. Registration is required. Please call 631-581-4200 X 100. (In order to participate in this group the death must have occurred prior to Oct. 15)

♦

You Can Help Heal Your Marriage. Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with each other? Do you
argue or have you just stopped talking to each other? Does talking about it only make it worse? Retrouvaille
helps couples through difficult times in their marriages. This program has helped thousands of couples worldwide experiencing ALL TYPES of marital difficulties. For confidential information about the Retrouvaille
program, or to register for the upcoming weekend that begins on Friday, February 7th, 2014 at the Montfort
retreat house in Bay Shore, please call 1-800-470-2230 and you will be connected directly and confidentially to
a couple from Long Island/Metro Retrouvaille who can help.

♦

Tune into “RELIGION AND ROCK” with Msgr. Jim Vlaun on Sunday from 7-8 am on WBAB 102.3 FM or
95.3 FM on Long Island’s East End. Listen on Saturdays at 11PM on Sirius Radio, Channel 159, the Catholic Channel and 11 PM on XM Satellite, Channel 117. To listen online or receive more information regarding “Religion and Rock” go to www.ReligionandRock.com or at “Religion & Rock” on ITUNES.

♦

Camp Fatima for boys and Camp Bernadette for girls are now accepting registrations for the 2014 summer season. The camps, located in the Lakes region of NH, offer 2-week overnight sessions for children ages 6-15.
Round trip bus transportation is available out of Long Island. For a brochure and DVD, contact Michael
Drumm at 603-364-5851 or email mdrumm@campfatimabernadette.org or visit us at
www.campfatimabernadette.org. Sessions fill quickly!

♦

Worldwide Marriage Encounter—We are searching for the Longest Married Couple in the U.S. Maybe it’s
your parents… grandparents…That nice couple who live down the street…Nominations are accepted from
anywhere in the United States! Send nominations to: dickanddiane66@bellsouth,net. Nominate a couple you
know today!

Christmas
Spiritual
Bouquet Cards
Join in the Mass intentions for the Masses of Christmas by using
the Christmas Spiritual Bouquet cards which are now available
throughout the church. These cards are a wonderful and meaningful way for you to remember your loved ones at Christmas
and to have them prayed for at our Christmas Masses. Return
the envelope with your donation in the collection basket or
bring it to the rectory, and keep the card to send your Christmas
Spiritual Bouquet.

New Sunday’s
Word for the
New Liturgical
YearYear- Year A
The new Sunday’s
Word book, with the
Sunday readings for
the new liturgical year which began with the First Sunday of Advent, December 1, is now available at the rectory. A $2 donation
is requested to cover the cost of
the book.
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FAMILY LIFE MINISTRY

Children’s
Christmas Pageant
THIS FRIDAYDecember 20, 2013
7:00 P.M. Church
Come and share in the joy of the story of the Nativity as revealed
through the voices and presence of our parish’s children! What a
wonderful evening this will be for our entire parish.
Following the Pageant, all are welcome to join our living Nativity
(yes, we’ll have live guests!) and in the singing of Christmas Carols.
All are asked to bring their favorite Christmas Cookies to share!

FAITH FORMATION
Last Saturday, our parish’s fourth graders joined with their parents for a special Advent Morning of
Prayer. Led by April Carbaugh, our Coordinator of Faith Formation, the service focused on the Jesse
Tree and how, understanding about Jesus’ history or family tree, we can better learn about how God
comes to save the world!
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